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Towards a Future Where Women Shape Politics: Japan's Current Situation and
Insights from the Nordics
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Date: Wednesday, 4 March 2026

Time: 16:00 — 18:00 (followed by a networking reception for in-person invitees, 18:05-19:00)
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Venue: Delegation of the European Union to Japan
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Language: JP/EN (simultaneous interpretation)
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Co-organisers: EU Delegatioin to Japan, UN Women Japan Liaison Office

4 ETH EU RFER. UN Women B ARETFFT

Supported by: Gender Equality Bureau Cabinet Office
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16:00 Opening

MC: Ms Fumie SAITO, W7 Japan Co-Chair, Senior Adocacy Advisor, JOICFP,
Board, Japanese Association of International Women'’s Rights (JAIWR)
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16:02 — OPENING REMARKS

16:10 FHEOZRE

Ms Hadja LAHBIB, European Commissioner responsible for Equality,
Preparedness and Crisis management (video message) (tbc)
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KEYNOTE SPEECH

16:10- Ms Sachiko YAMAMOTO, Member of the House of Councillors, Director, LDP
16:20 Women's Affairs Division
IWKERMF SERESE. BEREXERE
PANEL DISCUSSION
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16:20 — | 15t SESSION: Women'’s Participation in Politics - Analysis of Japan in terms
17:00 of the development of “talent pipeline” from local to national politics
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Guiding Questions:

I.  From the perspective of addressing the current situation where the supply
of female politicians is limited, does Japan build an effective talent
‘pipeline” of female politicians from the local councillors level to the Diet
up to Ministerial level?

Il.  Why are there fewer young women on local councillors in Japan?
. What are the main challenges of being a female politician in Japan?
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Moderator: tbc
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Panellists
ISRYRE
e Ms Junko ANDO, Former Member of the House of Representatives
(CRA)
RELDAF RATRERER (PEREES)
e Ms Satoko KISHIMOTO, Mayor of Suginami Ward
FARF PIRE
¢ Ms Momi SAKO, Member of the Musashino City Council
TT54H HEEFmEREES
¢ Ms Momoko NOJO, Founding Director, Non-profit general incorporated
association NewScene
BEfEBEF —ARAtEEA New Scene K&
17:00 — | 2"¢ SESSION: “Nordic Model” in Women’s Participation in Politics - What
17:55 insights can Japan gain from the experiences of the Nordics?
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Guiding Questions:
BAERM:
I.  How have the Nordic countries established mechanisms for producing
female politicians?
[I. What reforms have been implemented to achieve this?
[ll. What can Japan learn from the Nordic countries' experience to build a
robust foundation and environment for women's political participation?
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Moderator: Ms Naoe YAKIYA, Director, UN Women Japan Liaison Office
ETL—E— BREK UN Women BAREHFFTE
Panellists
ISRYRE
e Ms Anna-Maja HENRIKSSON, Member of the European Parliament (FI,
RENEW) — online participation
ToF=RAX-ADYIVY BRMEREE BUNRIE. 12508 —F>
SAEM
e H.E. Ms Kristin IGLUM, Ambassador of Norway to Japan
GYRTA AT I L EER/ILT—KfE
e H.E. Mr Jarl FRIJS-MADSEN, Ambassador of Denmark to Japan
¥—)L-J)—R=RARY BEHTUI—YKE
e Ms Maki KOBAYASHI, Former Cabinet Secretary for Public Affairs
INKRRE ATNRELERE
Comments by the panellists in the 15t session
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Q&A
17:55 - CLOSING REMARKS
18:00 A=0lH&E

Mr Thomas GNOCCHI, Chargé d'Affaires ad interim, EU Delegation to Japan
FP—2X-=av¥ EHEURKRE BEREXE

18:00 PHOTO SESSION (speakers only)
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18:05 MC: Ms Fumie SAITO, W7 Japan Co-Chair, Senior Adocacy Advisor, JOICFP,
Board, Japanese Association of International Women'’s Rights (JAIWR)
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Opening Remarks: Mr Thomas GNOCCHI, Chargé d'Affaires ad interim, EU
Delegation to Japan
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19:00 End of Reception
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